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SCHEDULE for Parshat EKEV Parshat Ekev
Stone Hertz  Russian
Friday, August 3 + Torah 980 780 Vv-94
’ +Maftir 996 793 Vv-122
* Candle lighting — 7:43 pm +Haftorah 1197 794  v-124

* Mincha — 7:40 pm

Shabbat, August 4 Shabbat Kiddush

* Shacharit — 8:45 am (Salem Towers — 7:45 am) This week’s Kiddush is sponsored
followed by Kiddush by an Anonymous Donor
Latest time for Kriat Shema — 9:14 am May Hashem Bless you in

everything that you do!
Class for Men - 6:30 pm @ the shul
* Mincha — 7:25 pm followed by Se’udah Sh’lishit UPCOMING EVENTS

* Ma’ariv — 8:40 pm
* “Weekly Torah Portion”
class Thursday following

Ma’ariv @ Beth Israel — TBA

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK - August 5 - August 10 o anciateq 2 e

information).

* Shabbat ends — 8:51 pm

Shacharit Mincha [followed by Ma’ariv, 30 mins later]

Sunday 8:00 am 7:40 pm * End of Summer BBQ —
Monday 6:40 am 7:40 pm Sunday, August 26, 2007 —
Tuesday 6:50 am  7:40 pm 5:15pm @ Beth Israel

Wednesday 6:50 am 7:40 pm
Thursday 6:40 am 7:40 pm
Frida 6:50 am 7:30 pm

SPONSORSHIPS

Want to celebrate an occasion, honor a friend, or remember a loved one? Sponsorships are available at all different
levels. Make a donation to show someone you care! Minimum suggested donations are as follows:

Breakfast - $5/breakfast Se’udah Sh'lishit - $36
One-Line Newsletter Greeting - $10/month Sefer - $50
Weekly Bulletin ad - $25 Kiddush - $50
Newsletter ad - $36 Luncheon (Shabbat Chazak) - $100

Book of Remembrance Notice

Due to an oversight, the cost of placing names in the Book of Remembrance — used during the
Yizkor services throughout the year — was inadvertently omitted from the High Holidays payment
form in the August newsletter.

The cost of placing a name in the Book of Remembrance is $5/name.




Jewish Destiny

Insights into the parsha from Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen, rav of Dvinsk and author of the Ohr
Sameach on the Torah.

The sages of the Talmud mention that each blessing in the Grace after Meals (Bircat HaMazon)
corresponds to a phase in Jewish History. The fourth blessing - HaTov veHametiv - was established
by the sages in Yavneh in reference to the slaughtered Jews in Beitar whose corpses did not rot, and
were ultimately permitted to be buried (Tractate Brachot, 48b). Why did this particular instance warrant
a blessing that is incorporated into Bircat HaMazon?

HaTov veHaMetiv is also recited upon the consumption of an additional type of wine during a meal
(Tractate Brachot, 59b). Why is this blessing recited exclusively upon wine?

Bircat HaMazon chronicles the miraculous development of the Jewish People. The first blessing
corresponds to the manna consumed in the desert - appropriate nourishment for the generation that
received the Torah. Subsequently we entered The Land (Bircat Ha'Aretz), and merited to grasp
Jerusalem and the Beit HaMikdash (Bircat Bonei Yerushalayim)- which was the site of constant
miracles (Tractate Avot, 5:5). All of the above mark the building of the Jewish People.

However, HaTov veHaMativ signifies the survival of the Jewish People. Upon destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash and the Jewish Commonwealth, all appeared to have been lost. Indeed, the situation to be
dire as the rebellion of Bar Cochva (whom several rabbinic giants were confident would succeed)
failed. Were we destined to a gypsy-like future?

When the Roman emperor permitted the burial of the deceased in Beitar the Hidden Providence of
Hashem was revealed. Even in times of exile our Father in Heaven ensures our survival. As the
situation dictates, He will influence gentile kings to act favorably towards us. The protection that
Hashem provides for the Jewish lamb amongst the 70 gentile wolves indicates that He shall fulfill the
promises of returning us to The Land and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Beit HaMikdash.

The halachot concerning wine reinforce this concept. Nations who have been exiled will partake in the
wine of the host country. However, the Jewish People refrain from engaging in drink with non-Jews. As
Haman remarked to Achashverosh, "if a fly enters their cup, they will remove the fly and drink the
remainder of the content of the cup, if Your Majesty the King touches the cup, they will pour out the
wine on the ground, and proceed to wash it three times" (Tractate Megilla, 13b).

Our status amongst host nations is tenuous at best. Yet, Hashem protects us and will redeem us. The
blessing of HaTov veHaMativ - both in historical and halachic perspectives - is a source of consolation
and encouragement.



