Congregation Beth Isragl 10 Dexter Street Malden, MA 02148-3816

SCHEDULE for Parshat RE’EH

Friday, August 10

* Candle lighting — 7:34 pm
* Mincha — 7:30 pm

Shabbat, August 11

* Shacharit — 8:45 am (Salem Towers — 7:45 am)
followed by Kiddush
Latest time for Kriat Shema — 9:17 am

Class for Women - 4:45 pm @ the Rabbi’s residence
Class for Men - 6:30 pm @ the shul

* Mincha — 7:20 pm followed by Se’udah Sh’lishit

* Ma’ariv — 8:30 pm

781-322-5686

~ Website: www.bethisraelmal den.com

Parshat Re’eh
Stone Hertz Russian
+ Torah 998 799 v-130

+ Maftir 1022 817 v-162
+ Haftorah 1199 818 Vv-166

Mazal Tov

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Rabinowitz,
Judith & Michael Rosenthal, and
Mr. & Mrs. Bob MacGuilvry would

like to wish a Mazal Tov to
Matthew Garland on becoming an
American citizen.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Call the shul during the week for
updated information

* Shabbat ends — 8:43 pm .
* “Torah Ethics” class Monday

9:30 a.m. @ Salem Towers

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK - August 12 — August 17

Shacharit Mincha [followed by Ma’ariv, 30 mins later] * “Weekly Torah Portion”
. . class Thursday following
Sunday 8:00am  7:30 pm Ma’ariv @ Beth Israel — TBA
Monday 6:40 am 7:30 pm
Tuesday 6:40 am 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Elul Day 1

Wednesday 6:40am  7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Elul Day 2 Semdin Aot 26, 2007 -
Thursday 6:40 am 7:30 pm 5:15pm @ Beth Israel
Friday 6:50 am 7:20 pm

SPONSORSHIPS

Want to celebrate an occasion, honor a friend, or remember a loved one? Sponsorships are available at all different
levels. Make a donation to show someone you care! Minimum suggested donations are as follows:

Breakfast - $5/breakfast Se’udah Sh'lishit - $36
One-Line Newsletter Greeting - $10/month Sefer - $50
Weekly Bulletin ad - $25 Kiddush - $50
Newsletter ad - $36 Luncheon (Shabbat Chazak) - $100

Book of Remembrance Notice

Due to an oversight, the cost of placing names in the Book of Remembrance — used during the
Yizkor services throughout the year — was inadvertently omitted from the High Holidays payment
form in the August newsletter.

The cost of placing a name in the Book of Remembrance is $5/name.




The Good, the Holy and the Very Holy

Insights into the parsha from Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen, rav of Dvinsk and author of the Ohr
Sameach on the Rambam.

We are obligated to annihilate a city in which the majority of its' inhabitants have engaged in idolatry.
This town is classified an “lyr HaNidachat" (Wayward City). The Torah refers to discharging this
responsibility as "performing the proper way (hayashar) in the eyes of Hashem, your G-d"
(Deuteronomy 13:19).

Elsewhere the Torah mentions behaving in the proper and good (tov) fashion (Deutoronomy 6:18 and
12:28 - in the reverse order). Why is "hatov" omitted in reference to the lyr HaNidachat?

As the sages of the Talmud mention in Tractate Megilla (14b), Hashem does not view the fall of the
wicked as an inherently good event. Yes, justice must be administered, but this is not a "good" turn of
events. It would have been preferable for the wicked to have abandoned their ways and have turned
towards proper behavior.

Thus, it is proper to destroy the lyr HaNidachat. Yet it is a tragic necessity; not an inherently good
happening.

In reference to abstaining from an animal that did not undergo a proper slaughtering (neveila), the
Torah states that we are a Holy Nation - “Am Kadosh” (Deutoronomy 12:21). Yet, in Parshat
Mishpatim (concerning forbidden meat from a terminally ill animal- tereifa), the Torah terms us Holy
People - "Anshei Kodesh" (Exodus 22:30). What distinguishes "kadosh" from "kodesh"?

Rashi (in Tractate Kiddushin 57b) comments that "kodesh" refers to the concept of sanctity in its'
pristine, conceptual form. This state of sanctity can be transferred from item to item. However,
"kadosh" signifies the unity of sanctity with a specific item that is not subject to change.

Subsequent to the sin of the Golden Calf, Moshe beseeched from Hashem that His Presence (the
Shechinah) should dwell exclusively amongst the Jewish People. Hashem agreed to this request
(Tractate Berachot 7a).

In Parshat Mishpatim, the Torah engaged the sanctity of the Jewish People prior to this request. At
that time it was theoretically feasible for the sanctity of the Jewish People to be transferred to another
nation. Thus, the term "Kodesh" is warranted.

However, in Sefer Devarim, the sanctity of the Jewish People has attained a permanent status.
Indeed, we are classified as an "Am Kadosh"; forever holy!



