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SCHEDULE for Parshat SHOFTIM 

Friday, August 17 
* Candle lighting Ñ  7:24 pm 
* Mincha Ñ  7:20 pm 

Shabbat, August 18 

* Shacharit Ñ  8:45 am  (Salem Towers Ñ  7:45 am) 
followed by Kiddush 
Latest time for Kriat Shema Ñ  9:20 am 

Class for Women - 4:45 pm @ the RabbiÕs residence 

Class for Men - 6:30 pm @ the shul 

* Mincha Ð 7:10 pm followed by Se’udah Sh’lishit 

* MaÕariv Ð 8:25 pm 

* Shabbat ends Ð 8:31 pm 

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  - August 19 – August 24 

 Shacharit Mincha  [followed by MaÕariv, 30 mins later] 

Sunday 8:00 am 7:20 pm 
Monday 6:40 am 7:20 pm 
Tuesday 6:50 am 7:20 pm  
Wednesday 6:50 am 7:20 pm 
Thursday 6:40 am 7:20 pm 

Friday 6:50 am 7:10 pm  

Parshat Shoftim 
  Stone  Hertz Russian 

+ Torah  1024 820 V-170 
+ Maftir  1042 835 V-196 
+ Haftorah  1199 835 V-198 

 
 

Shabbat Kiddush 

This weekÕs Kiddush is sponsored 
by Esther and Milton 
(Mordechai) Walkin in 

celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary. 

MAZAL TOV! 

This weekÕs seÕudah shlishit is 
sponsored by Rabbi & Rebbetzin 

Rabinowitz in honor of 
 their son Moshe Leib’s 

siyum of Bava Batra 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Call the shul during the week for 

updated information 

* NO Torah Ethics class Monday 
9:30 am @ Salem Towers 

* Weekly Torah Portion class 
Thursday following Ma’ariv @ 
Beth Israel Ð TBA  
* End of Summer BBQ - Sunday, 
August 26, 2007 Ð 5:15pm   

SPONSORSHIPS 
Want to celebrate an occasion, honor a friend, or remember a loved one? Sponsorships are available at all different 
levels. Make a donation to show someone you care! Minimum suggested donations are as follows: 

Breakfast - $5/breakfast SeÕudah ShÕlishit - $36 

One-Line Newsletter Greeting - $10/month Sefer - $50 

Weekly Bulletin ad - $25 Kiddush - $50 

Newsletter ad - $36 Luncheon (Shabbat Chazak) - $100  

 

 

Book of Remembrance Notice 
 

Due to an oversight, the cost of placing names in the Book 
of Remembrance Ð used during the Yizkor services 

throughout the year Ð was inadvertently omitted from the 
High Holidays payment form in the August newsletter. 

The cost of placing a name in the Book of 
Remembrance is $5/name (deadline is August 31) 

  

MAZAL TOV 
 

To Esther & Milton 
(Mordechai) Walkin 

on their 

60th Anniversary  
  

MAZAL TOV 

To Moshe Leib 
Rabinowitz & family 

on his 

SIYUM of 
BAVA BATRA 



 

 

 

Karbanot & Justice 
 
Insights into the parsha from Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen, rav in Dvinsk, and author of the Ohr 
Sameach on the Rambam. Ð from Reuven Ungar of Sha’alvim 
 

The Torah juxtaposes judicial halachot (appointing worthy judges, the prohibition of accepting 
bribes, pursuing justice) with the prohibition of planting trees near the altar Ð mizbeach (Deutoronomy 
16:18-21). What unites these seemingly disparate realms of halacha? What concept can we derive 
from the prohibition placing trees near the mizbeach? 

It is obvious that Hashem does not "gain" any benefit from the bringing of sacrifices (karbanot). 
He was perfect before He created the world; He is not subject to change (indeed, He contains no 
physical properties). The karbanot generate profound changes within the individuals who bring them 
(Ramban, Leviticus, 9:4). The Kabbalists describe how the cosmos are united via the proper bringing 
of karbanot. This stands in stark contrast to idol-worshippers who "fed" their gods, and anticipated 
rewards in return. 

Ben Azai notes that the Torah exclusively utilizes the name "Hashem" in reference to the 
karbanot (Tractate Menachot, 110a). The titles of "Elokim" and "Kel" are absent from verses that 
engage the halachot of the karbanot. These terms refers to the interaction of Hashem with His 
creations. Perhaps people may mistakenly believe that there is a two-way avenue of assistance in the 
realm of karbanot. Thus, the Torah only uses the name "Hashem" that indicates the Hashem is the 
absolute source of all existence. Obviously, He does not require our karbanot in any form. 

Stones differ fundamentally from vegetative matter and live organisms. While trees, plants and 
animals experience growth, rocks remain in their essential state. Particles may become attached to 
them (earth hardening and joining a stone); however they do not exhibit autonomous growth. 
Therefore the karbanot are brought upon a mizbeach of stones, in the absence of trees. The stones do 
not consume water and sustenance. This signifies the worship of Hashem via karbanot. He gains 
nothing from this; the benefit is totally ours. 
 This concept applies in the realm of justice. Judges must not receive any benefit - financial or 
other - in order to achieve true justice. Bribery pollutes this pursuit and causes a miscarriage of justice. 
The sages of the Talmud state that a judge who judges properly becomes a partner to Hashem in 
Creation (Tractate Shabbat 10a). Just like Hashem did not gain any benefit from the Creation, a judge 
must endeavor to objectively reach the truth. 

Both the karbanot and the realm of justice are designed to enable the Jewish People to cling to 
Hashem. The former purifies our souls from evil actions and improper thoughts. The latter affects our 
inter-personal relationships (bein adam lechavero - a vital necessity in spiritual elevation!). Thus, the 
Torah juxtaposes the halachot of these realms of halacha. This conceptual unity finds a geographic 
expression, for the highest court of Jewish Law (the Sanhedrin) is located in the Lishkat HaGazit- in 
close proximity to the central mizbeach. The bringing of karbanot and a healthy judiciary are 
necessary to ensure national spiritual health. 

In Pirkei Avot (1:2), Shimon HaTzadik reveals that the world stands on the Torah, the karbanot 
(Avodah) and acts of loving-kindness (Gemilut Chasadim). Later on in that chapter, Raban Shimon, 
son of Gamliel credits the existence of the world to justice, truth and peace. The mishnayot parallel 
each other. True and Torah, Gemilut Chasadim and peace go hand in hand. The karbanot and justice 
also constitute a pair - the judiciary must aim to utilize objectivity to arrive at a just result. Indeed, 
Sages equate the designation of an improper judge (=on the take) to placing an ashera (tree used for 
idolatrous purposes) near the mizbeach (Tractate Sanhedrin 7b). The wellbeing of the people who 
bring karbanot and request justice is the focus; the judiciary does not "grow", similar to the mizbeach. 


